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  ABOVE AND BEYOND

Howdy folks!  Just wanted to let y�all know that we�re gearin� up for one heck of a show-

down in 2009!  We�ve been schemin� and dreamin� for two years now in order to rope in 

the best possible young leaders for this 25th Canadian Student Leadership Conference.  

Our combined student and staff teams are rarin� to show you our western hospitality and 

pioneer spirit! 

The majestic Canadian Rockies and vistas of the rolling foothills will be the backdrop 

for the pre-conference tour based out of Cochrane.  Delegates will enjoy the western 

atmosphere and marvel in the beauty of the area as they partake in challenging activities, 

tours and hikes.  A traditional Canadian stage presentation will showcase our western 

talent and heritage.  A visit to the badlands and the Royal Tyrell Museum in Drumheller 

will be a highlight, including a stop to see the remains of the ferocious Alberta lizard 

known as Albertosaurus!  After being treated to the best in the west by Bow Valley High 

School students, staff and community, it�ll be time to mosey off to Olds for the 25th an-

niversary of the Canadian student leadership conference. 

Known as the �Gateway to the Rockies,� the town of Olds is a small community with 

bigtime ideas and hospitality.  It will be our honour to provide a program of talented, 

knowledgeable keynote speakers and small-group sessions as well as a variety of student 

and advisor activities, entertainment and connection opportunities.  As a combined con-

ference committee, our focus will be to look back at what we�ve learned about student 

leadership in the past 25 years and apply that expertise to today�s issues and tomorrow�s 

challenges.  We want to Lead the Green Stampede as much as possible so will make every 

effort to ensure that we are as environmentally conscious as possible in the hopes of 

setting the tone for future events.  In the meantime, be ready to Cowboy up and make a 

Range Date for 2009 �cause if you know what�s best, you�ll come to the west!  

BEING YOUR BEST

It was the end of a long November eve-
ning, and my students had run a suc-
cessful coffee house. I was not feeling 
the best as I was feeling a little jaded 
about all this activity stuff. Normally, 
I love coffee houses because the kids 
behave and parents and grand-parents 
come to the cafeteria to hear the talent. 
Earlier in the evening, I had dealt with 
one young lady who had been drink-
ing, and a grade 11 boy who was run-
ning around the front foyer like a two-
year-old screaming odd, inappropriate 
words at our VP. I suspected that this 
doofus was responsible for a ding in 
the side of my car. Over 130 kids had 
behaved themselves, and yet I was 
feeling down about the choices and 
behaviours of just two people.

We were packing up the gear and 
I was walking down the hallway be-
hind a kid who had been a drummer in 
two of the bands that had played that 
night. He said to his friend, �Man, I 
LOVE coffee house! It�s always such an 
awesome night.� Now, when a drum-
mer LOVES something, that�s really an 
impressive statement. Drummers are 
different; they�re the goalies of the mu-
sic world. That statement immediately 
buoyed my mood and reminded me of 
why I�m still at the school at 11:30 at 
night helping my leadership kids put 
away cafeteria tables. There will al-
ways be kids who make inappropriate 
choices of beverage or behaviour, but 
there are also the drummers and au-
diences who do appreciate what hap-
pens for them during activities. This 
drummer even had his mom in the au-
dience, and she was his roadie helping 
him load his kit in the mini-van. It was 
close to midnight and mom was smil-
ing. The drummer was smiling. It was 
enough to get me through another 
couple months of creating opportuni-
ties for kids to be their best.         

Cochrane/Olds is Rarin’ to Lead the Stampede!

Co-chairs Dorothy Karlson from Bow Valley School in Cochran and Sandra Dorowicz 

from Olds High School are ready to blaze the trail for the CSLC 2009! 




